
Birdathon 2016 

by Geoff Carpentier 

 

Well my 2016 Birdathon is now in the record books literally. I found 174 species of birds, 

while my group found 175! This was a personal single day high for me. Peter Hogenbirk 

and I did the same challenging route as last year, starting in Algonquin Provincial Park 

about 5 p.m. on May 23
rd

. We birded primarily the Spruce Bog Trail, Opeongo Road and 

Mizzy Lake Trail areas. After having some great success, particularly with Spruce Grouse, 

we tried for Saw-whet owl. Pete saw one but I missed it - darn! That would be my only 

miss for the entire trip.  

One interesting thing that happened was that we 

had seen Boreal Chickadee and Olive-sided 

Flycatcher about 2 hours before we officially 

started and when we went to record them, both 

were gone and neither was seen elsewhere during 

the adventure. From here we started a long night 

of searching the Carden Alvar near Kirkfield and 

myriad marshes and woodlands further south 

trying to find night birds. Almost everything we 

could hope for showed up and we even had four 

species of owl, missing only Great Horned Owl. 

Throughout the night we found many sparrows, a 

Mockingbird (our only one), Least Bittern and 

much more. As dawn broke on the 24
th

, we were 

at Darlington Provincial Park, and the Piping 

Plover was amongst our first finds. Shorebird 

pickings were slim, but we did add Whimbrel and 

several ducks. Second Marsh produced many species of shorebirds and ducks aplenty. A 

quick diversion to Pete’s house added Mourning Warbler and Red-bellied Woodpecker and 

then we went to Intrepid Park (former site of Camp 

X) in Oshawa to find the Acadian Flycatcher. 

Successful, we went next to Thickson’s Woods and 

Point and added still more – mostly woodland birds 

and some swallows. At Cranberry Marsh a few 

more ducks rounded out this part of the adventure.  

 

As the day progressed we moved off the Great 

Lakes shoreline and went inland. Stops at favourite 

haunts produced Hooded and Blue-winged 

Warblers and a few other “gap fillers”. Nonquon 

lagoons beckoned next but were somewhat 

disappointing as only a handful of species were 

added. So off we went northward again and tackled 

the Carden Alvar in daylight this time. Lots of great 

birds here – Loggerhead Shrike, bluebirds, snipe, Upland Sandpiper and more. And it was 

Upland Sandpiper 

Spruce grouse Spruce grouse 



here that we ended our day with 175 species! Thanks to all who supported me and NDN 

with your generous pledges. I’m raised $3256!  

 

So what did we see? Well here’s the list in random order): 
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