
Hello, 
  
My name is Declan McDowell and I am 16 years old in grade 11 at Port Perry High School.   I am 
really interested in all things outdoor. My passions are fishing, hiking and discovering nature.     

I am really appreciative that you sponsored me to attend the Environmental Youth Summit in 
Orillia on September the 25th. I wish to have a career in the Ministry of Natural Resources/Fish 
and Wildlife so I was extremely excited to be a part of this summit. I really enjoyed meeting and 
connecting with youth my age who share similar passions. I have made new friends around 
Ontario and we plan to stay in touch.  

  

 I enjoyed the nature hikes through Geneva Park. On one of the hikes I found 35 different 
species of salamanders. I also came across a giant patch of puff balls in the forest. There were 
really cool rock cliffs close to the lake with trees growing off of the rock faces.  There were big 
rock crevices in the ground along the trails which made for an interesting hike. 

One of the workshops that I attended was making your own fly for fly fishing. I found this 
extremely interesting as I learned a lot of new things about fly fishing. We learned all about the 
different types of rods, reels, float lines and sink lines. I had the opportunity to make my own 
fly from feathers, wool and thread. We were able to practice casting in a field. I think my fly was 
the best. 

The medicinal plant workshop was really neat. I learned about how to make different creams 
from medicinal plants found in your own back yard. I made a lotion from plantain leaves, 
comfrey leaves, bees wax and olive oil that you can use for cuts, scrapes, sore muscles and 
arthritis. 

  

Falconers from the University of Guelph came with a Red Tail Hawk, American Kestrel and an 
American Screech Owl. They talked about the adaptations of the birds of prey. I found this 
interesting as I got to learn about birds that you don’t get to see all the time and about ways to 
protect them. 

  

We also listened to a speaker who talked to us about protecting the environment. On ways to 
reduce our carbon footprint and not throwing our food out the window of a car. Bugs and small 
rodents will come and eat the food off the side of the road. Animals that are preying on those 
animals will then get hit by a car, reducing the species. 



I would jump at the opportunity to attend the summit next year, I learned so much from others 
and enjoyed sharing my experiences with people who share the same interests. I realize now 
more than ever it is important to protect the environment we have to make sure that it 
preserved for years to come. Thank you again for giving this experience to me, it’s one that I 
will never forget. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Declan McDowell 

 


